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Research 
● Web searches
○ Local news 
○ Google alerts
○ Library websites, social media
○ Podcasts
● Phone calls
○ Conference calls with small groups
○ Forum postings within online 
professional groups
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Google alerts
["social work" (intern or student) 
"public library”]
[(MSW or "social work") AND (intern 
or interns or internship or placement 
or fieldwork or "field work") AND 
(library or libraries or public library or 
public libraries)]
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Growth




• CE / Trainings
• Podcasts
• Professional groups: 
• WPL
• PLA Social Worker Task Force
• Academic literature
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384 members 
comprised of:
• Social work students





• Practicing and retired 
social workers
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All partnerships
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Shared goals and values
“…the language of librarians is 
the language of social workers: 
we both want access, 
advocacy, engagement, 
development, wellbeing and 
inclusion.”
Deborah Miles, ALIA, 2015
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Social Justice
“access to needed 
information, services, and 
resources” and “equality of 
opportunity”
-NASW Code of Ethics 
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Dignity and Worth of Persons
“placing social workers in [the library] is a natural next step 
that other libraries across the country are increasingly 
doing...rather than asking clients to 
come to us, we’re coming to them. 
It’s the living embodiment of the 
principle and value of ‘meeting the 
client where they’re at’” 
Jennifer Elkins, Assoc Prof of Social Work at University of GA
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“We want to meet 
them where they’re at. 
They’re at the 
library…”
Cody McSellers-McCray of Amita Health (IL)
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Dignity and Worth of Persons
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San Jose State University 
10/26/19 Sarah C. Johnson, MLIS, LMSW; Hunter College Libraries
10/26/19 Sarah C. Johnson, MLIS, LMSW; Hunter College Libraries
Staff training
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Staff training
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• 1-1 patron 
connections
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MSW Tabling 
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University of Alaska - Anchorage
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Action Initiate contact with your 
local libraries 
Ask questions
Highlight similar goals and 
values
Seek out relationship with 
local agencies
Connect with others on this 
path









libraries   
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